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Many Languages of Missouri 





Approximately 94 percent of Missouri residents speak English only. The remaining 6 percent can be broken 
down into two groups: residents whose primary language is something other than English but are fluent in 
English, and residents that have a limited proficiency with the English language. 


The American Community Survey five-year estimates include a general language survey that can be 
updated annually and a more detailed survey that has a greater time-lapse, of about five years. The last 
detailed survey conducted in 2015, indicated more than 30 different languages spoken in Missouri, 
including Spanish, Chinese, Vietnamese, Serbo-Croatian, Arabic, and German. The following map indicates 
foreign languages spoken by county per capita percentage. 


Counties in Missouri that have the largest populations per capita — at least 10 percent and above — of any 
foreign-language speakers include Sullivan (17.7%), McDonald (13.4%), Daviess (13.0%), Mercer (10.6%), 
Pettis (10.4%), Pulaski (10.3%), and Moniteau (10.0%). 


Percentage of Per Capita Non-English Languages by County 
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Source: 2017 ACS, DP02 - 5yr estimates 2013-2017 


Source: 2015 ACS 5yr Estimates (2011-2015) — Language Spoken at Home by Ability to Speak English 
5yrs and older. *Data from the 2015 ACS used to determine specific language groups spoken in the 
state. This data lags behind the other language data collected and therefore presented separately. 
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The bar graph below represents languages at a more detailed level, (ACS 2015). Out of the more than 38 
surveyed languages, nine had 10,000 or more speakers in the state, including Spanish. The chart below 
identifies speakers of languages other than Spanish with more than 10,000 fluent speakers: 


Missouri Languages Other than Spanish 
With 10,000 or More Speakers 


Number of Speakers 





The most common foreign language in Missouri is Spanish. Spanish speakers make up approximately 2.6 
percent of Missouri’s total population of ages five years and older, or 146,225 individuals as of 2017. The 
chart below indicates those counties with 3 percent or greater Spanish speaking populations. 


Highest Percentages of Spanish Speakers by County 
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Source: 2017 ACS DPO2 - 5yr Est (2013-2017) 
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Limited English Proficiency 


The 2017 American Community Survey five-year (2013-2017) analysis estimates that 6 percent of the 
2017 Missouri total population of five years and older speak a language other than English at home. Of 
those 6 percent, 2.2 percent have a limited proficiency with English. 


County populations in Missouri with the largest percentage per capita of limited proficiency in English 
include Sullivan (9.4%), McDonald (6.7%), Barry (4.9%), Saline and Pettis (both 4.2%), and Moniteau 
(4.0%). For these counties, the primary foreign language spoken is Spanish. 


Percentage of Per Capita Limited English Proficiency by County 
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Source: 2017 ACS, DP02 - 5yr estimates 2013-2017 
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2017 Missouri Foreign Language Percentage by County 
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Buchanan 
Butler 
Caldwell 
Callaway 
Camden 
Cape Girardeau 
Carroll 
Carter 
Cass 
Cedar 
Chariton 
Christian 


Crawford 
Dade 
Dallas 
Daviess 
DeKalb 


Source: U.S. Census, DPO2 - ACS 5yr-estimates 2013-2017 


TotalPop %of % of 
5yrsand Foreign Limited 
Over Language English 


County 


Grundy 
Harrison 
Henry 
Hickory 
Holt 
Howard 
Howell 
Iron 
Jackson 
Jasper 
Jefferson 
Johnson 
Knox 
Laclede 
Lafayette 
Lawrence 
Lewis 
Lincoln 
Linn 
Livingston 
Macon 
Madison 
Maries 
Marion 
McDonald 
Mercer 
Miller 
Mississippi 
Moniteau 
Monroe 
Montgomery 
Morgan 
New Madrid 
Newton 
Nodaway 
Oregon 
Osage 
Ozark 
Pemiscot 





Total Pop %of % of 
5yrsand Foreign Limited 
Older Language English 


County 


St. Charles 
St. Clair 

St. Francois 
St. Louis city 
St. Louis 
Ste. Genevieve 
Stoddard 
Stone 
Sullivan 
Taney 
Texas 
Vernon 
Warren 
Washington 
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